
Summer Reading for Incoming 8th Graders 

 

Welcome to your last year of middle school English! Please read one or more of the five 

required novels. (The two on this side are more challenging.) Be prepared for a writing 

assignment, activity, and/or discussion the first week of the 2017-2018 school year.  You can 

click on the books to order on Amazon.com if you want to buy your own copy. 

 

 

The Raft by S.A. Bodeen  

“Robie is an experienced traveler. She has taken the flight from Honolulu to 

the Midway Atoll, a group of Pacific islands where her parents live, many 

times. When she has to get to Midway in a hurry after a visit with her aunt 

in Hawaii, she gets on the next cargo flight at the last minute. She knows the 

pilot, but on this flight, there is a new co-pilot named Max. All systems are 

go until a storm hits during the flight. The only passenger, Robie doesn't 

panic until the engine suddenly cuts out and Max shouts at her to put on a 

life jacket. They are over miles of Pacific Ocean. She sees Max struggle with 

a raft. And then...she’s in the water, fighting for her life. Max pulls her onto 

the raft, and that’s when the real terror begins. They have no water. Their 

only food is a bag of Skittles. There are sharks. There is an island. But there's 

no sign of help on the way” (goodreads.com). 

 

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card 

“Andrew ‘Ender’ Wiggin thinks he is playing computer simulated 

war games; he is, in fact, engaged in something far more 

desperate. The result of genetic experimentation, Ender may be 

the military genius Earth desperately needs in a war against an 

alien enemy seeking to destroy all human life. The only way to 

find out is to throw Ender into ever harsher training, to chip 

away and find the diamond inside, or destroy him utterly. Ender 

Wiggin is six years old when it begins. He will grow up fast. 

 

But Ender is not the only result of the experiment. The war with 

the Buggers has been raging for a hundred years, and the quest 

for the perfect general has been underway almost as long. 

Ender's two older siblings, Peter and Valentine, are every bit as 

unusual as he is, but in very different ways. While Peter was too 

uncontrollably violent, Valentine very nearly lacks the capability 

for violence altogether. Neither was found suitable for the 

military's purpose. But they are driven by their jealousy of 

Ender, and by their inbred drive for power. Peter seeks to control the political process, to become a 

ruler. Valentine's abilities turn more toward the subtle control of the beliefs of commoner and elite 

alike, through powerfully convincing essays. Hiding their youth and identities behind the 

anonymity of the computer networks, these two begin working together to shape the destiny of 

Earth-an Earth that has no future at all if their brother Ender fails” (goodreads.com). 

 
 

 
 



Okay for Now  

by Gary D. Schmidt 

 

“As a fourteen-year-old who 

just moved to a new town, with 

no friends and a louse for an 

older brother, Doug Swieteck 

has all the stats stacked against 

him. So begins a coming-of-age 

masterwork full of equal parts 

comedy and tragedy from 

Newbery Honor winner Gary D. 

Schmidt. As Doug struggles to 

be more than the “skinny thug” 

that his teachers and the police 

think him to be, he finds an 

unlikely ally in Lil Spicer—a 

fiery young lady who “smelled 

like daisies would smell if they 

were growing in a big field 

under a clearing sky after a 

rain.” In Lil, Doug finds the 

strength to endure an abusive 

father, the suspicions of a 

whole town, and the return of 

his oldest brother, forever 

scarred, from Vietnam” 

(goodreads.com). 
 

 

 

Lost in the Sun  

by Lisa Graff 

 
 

 

 

“Everyone says that middle 

school is awful, but Trent 

knows nothing could be worse 

than the year he had in fifth 

grade, when a freak accident on 

Cedar Lake left one kid dead, 

and Trent with a brain full of 

terrible thoughts he can't get 

rid of. Trent’s pretty positive 

the entire disaster was his fault, 

so for him middle school feels 

like a fresh start, a chance to 

prove to everyone that he's not 

the horrible screw-up they 

seem to think he is. If only 

Trent could make that fresh 

start happen” (goodreads.com). 
 

Small as an Elephant  

by Jennifer Richard Jacobson 
 

 

“Ever since Jack can remember, 

his mom has been 

unpredictable, sometimes 

loving and fun, other times 

caught in a whirlwind of energy 

and "spinning" wildly until it’s 

over. But Jack never thought his 

mom would take off during the 

night and leave him at a 

campground in Acadia National 

Park, with no way to reach her 

and barely enough money for 

food. Any other kid would 

report his mom gone, but Jack 

knows by now that he needs to 

figure things out for himself - 

starting with how to get from 

the backwoods of Maine to his 

home in Boston before DSS 

catches on” (goodreads.com). 

 

 


