Creating a Research Question
Name: ______________________________________Period: ____________ Date:__________

Goal:
The purpose of this exercise is to help you further refine your research topic.  All careers and disciplines deal with a variety of problems, issues and projects that require research in order to develop solutions. In order to do good research, you must have a clear understanding of what issues are important and which questions relate to the topic you wish to explore.

This exercise will lead you through the process of mentally and visually narrowing and/or restricting your topic ideas that you developed with the concept mapping exercise.  Formulating research questions about your topic will naturally assist you in narrowing or focusing the direction of your research.  
Description:

To formulate questions about your topic, consider some of the related topics you listed on your concept map and refocusing map and select one of the related topics that interest or intrigues you the most.  
Evaluate your topic in terms of the social, economic, environmental or political implications and determine possible causes, effects and/or solutions.  Using the information from your preliminary research and your Concept Map Refocusing, develop at least 3 research questions that incorporate one or more of these issues.  The purpose of the research question is to assist you in determining what aspects of your topic you would like to investigate.
We will be looking to see that you are able to:

· Develop research questions that help you focus on the main questions you wish to investigate related to your topic.

· A well developed research question will help you formulate a working thesis statement that succinctly summarizes your main idea, position and solution to your topic. 
Conducting the Exercise:

Sample: 
GENERAL TOPIC:  
  
Genetic Engineering 
NARROWED TOPIC:  

Genetically Modified Food
RESEARCH QUESTIONS:  
What are the nutritional benefits of genetically modified food?


What types of genetic modifications are being made in our food supply?

How will the genetic modifications being made to our food impact or affect the nutrition and health of people?
Directions: 

Using the question words of WHAT, WHY or HOW, develop at least three different questions that you would like to find answers to in regards to your topic.

STATE YOUR GENERAL TOPIC: ________________________________________
NARROWED TOPIC: ___________________________________________________
RESEARCH QUESTIONS: (complete three research questions in the boxes below.)
	1. What?




	2. Why?


	3. How?









