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Third Time’s the Charm

Levy passes overwhelmingly; School Board incumbents re-elected

by James Hohmann
Lightning Reporter

November 6™ brought the end to an
emotional, hard-fought, multi-year District
campaigntoincreasefunding and equalize
revenues. Thestruggle culminated within-
creased publicattentionandfocusonthe
financial and leadership structureof the
district, strong voter participation, apas-
sageof a$500 per pupil unitlevy referen-
dum, and there-election of thethreeschool
board incumbentsin acompetitiverace
between eight.

Theoutcomeof theelectionwasnot the
closeracethat many district and commu-
nity leadersmay haveoriginally anticipated.

Of the 36,154 ballotscast on Election Day,
63.5%(22,946) were"yes’ votes. The* no”
votesamounted to only afraction of the
total vote- garneringonly 13,208 (36.5%).
Incumbents Bruce Endler, Kevin Sampers,
andMikeRoseenwerere-elected by nar-
rower margins.

First hand accounts of polling places
indicatethat they stayed busy throughout
theday. Voter turnoutwashistorically high
for thisoff year and non-federal election.
Thevotetotal directly reflectsincreased
publicinterest.

Thefinal vote ended many emotional
monthsof campaigning. Vehement voices
couldbefoundinboth“yes” and“no”
factions. After thefailureof two previous

levy referendums, parentsand community
membersformed together to createan or-
ganizationthey calledUNITE196. Theclub
wasestablished to competeand refutethe
CAREGroup(Citizensfor Accountability
and Responsibility inEducation).
Mudslingingwascommonin|ettersto
theeditorsof thelocal newspapers, at dis-
trict dialoguesessions, and at school board
meetings. Both sides made allegations
against theotherinwhat turned out tobe-
comemoreof awrestlingmatchthanare-
spectablecampaign. School board member
BruceEndler evenwent asfar astoallege
that membersof the CARE groupwerepart

see ELECTION on page 2

Students Gather For
Sadie Hawkins Dance

by Megan Murphy and Sam Lee
Lightning Editors

Last Saturday’ s Sadie Hawkins Dance
was agreat time and the Commons was
packed with hundreds of Eastview stu-
dentsand their guestswho wereall look-
ingforanight of funand achanceto” get
hitched.”

Attractionsincluded acaricaturist who
was sponsored by the NAHS and the
“Marrying Sam”. According to Kate
Munson, asenior at Eastview, theSadie's
danceis*”...alwaysthemost exciting be-
causeit’ swhenusgirlsgettotakecharge.”

Thisyear, Student Council added live
performancesfrom Eastview studentsin
additiontoaDJ.

For most peoplethough, thehigh-
light of thedancewastheMarrying
Sam, whichwasrun by math teacher
Mr. Halvorsonand Spanishinstructor
Sefiora Perona.

“Thisisagood substitutefor the
real thing—at least | don’treally have
to marry him,” said senior Laura
Anderson.

For afull review of the Sadie
HawkinsDance, including picturesand
highlights, seepage 12.

To those unfortunate ones who
missed the dance, or didn’'t have
enough courage to ask their secret
crush, thenext Sadie’ sisinlessthan
three hundred and sixty fivedays, so
start planning ahead for next year!

Early Action College
Deadlines Loom

by Katie Ashton
Copy Editor

Early Action, arelatively new op-
tionincollegeadmissions, issimilarto
Early Decisioninthatitrequiresyouto
getyour applicationin earlier, and the
collegewill let you know whether or not
you' vebeenacceptedearlier. UnlikeEarly
Decision, however, Early Actionisnon-
binding. If youapply Early Decisiontoa
school and are accepted, you must at-
tend that school and withdraw any ap-
plicationsto other schools. Butif you
choose Early Action and are accepted,
you canstill chooseto attend another
school. Atafew schools,youmay even
haveaslightly higher chanceof being
accepted if you apply Early Action.

Thedrawback to applying Early Ac-
tionisthat thereisanearlier application
deadline. Many of thesedeadlinesare
comingupsoon, fromearly December to

mid-January. Makesurethat all parts
of theapplicationwill get to the col-
legeontime, including counselor and
teacher recommendations. Most
schools are lenient about SAT or
ACT scoresarrivingalittlelater, be-
causethey know how longit takes
for scorestobesent. Butyoushould
still try to get the scoressent assoon
aspossible.

Early Action might betheright
optionforyouif youareontrackwith
thecollegeapplication processand
want to hear back from some of your
collegessooner. Eventhoughthe
applicationisduesooner,it’ sabig
relief toknow that you havebeen ac-
cepted to a certain school before
you' veeven appliedto other ones.
If Early Action appealstoyou, find
out if theschoolsyou’ reapplyingto
havethat option, and start paying
attention to deadlines.

Money for Patriotism?
Pledge of Allegiance Causes Controversy

by Katie Ashton
Copy Editor

ThePledgeof Allegiancehasre-
cently created abit of controversy
inschoolsall over District 196. Some
arehappy to say it every morning
and show their support for the
United States, whileothersobjectto
thePledge. Therearemany differ-
ent reasonsthat peoplearerefusing
tosay thePledgeof Allegiance, but
arethey doingit for theright rea-
on?

One common reason that stu-
dentsdon’t participateinsayingthe
Pledgeisfor religiousissues, usu-
aly anobjectiontothe“ onenation
under God” part. Somedon'’tpar-
ticipate becausethey believethat if
patriotismand showingour support
for Americaissoimportanttous, we
should have been saying the Pledge
of Allegianceall along. Thisafter-
the-fact patriotism seemsempty and
meaningless. Othersfeel that the
Pledge only becomes empty and

An American flag hangs from the Commons.
Contrary to rumors, the flag was not donated
by the American Legion.

meaninglesswhenit getssaid every

day. An anonymous student said that
“ after awhileyoujust say itwithout think-
ing and it doesn’t mean anything any-
more,”.

Thereason most often cited by students
for not taking part in saying the Pledge of
Allegianceisthat they think it’swrong for
theschool district toget money forit. That,
however, isuntrue. TheAmericanLegion
did ask that District 196 haveitsstudents
say the Pledge of Allegianceevery day,
and they did threatentowithholdtheir an-
nual fundingif thisdidn’ thappen. Butour
school district didn’t establish the Pledge
of Allegiancepolicy to get the money from
the American Legion. Instead, Dr. Haro
and the school board decided that our dis-
trictdidn’t need to beblackmailedinto be-
ingpatriotic. Thedistrict hasrefusedthe
money fromthe AmericanLegionand has

instituted the Pledge of Allegianceonits
own. Inaddition, flagswill bepurchased
through other funds, even though the
AmericanLegion offeredtobuy them. The
school district’ sdecisionaboutthePledge
of Allegiancewasnot based on American
Legion money.

Some studentsdon’t care whether or
not our district got money tostart saying
the Pledge, they arejust happy that they
can show their support for the United
Statesandthat “..thosewho want to say
thePledgeof Allegiancehaveachanceto
say it,” according to another anonymous
student. Remember that you alwayshave
theoptionnot toparticipate, whatever your
reasonsare.

Dina Vaynerman, Kim Emiru, and Hilary
Novacek contributed to this article




