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___________________________________________________________

The leaves are falling, the days are getting
shorter, and school buses are back on the
roads (unless you live in District 196). The
season has arrived; college admissions
season, that is.
    But this season doesn’t only apply to the
Class of 2002. As the old adage goes, the
early bird gets the worm, and underclassmen
should be thinking ahead to give themselves
a head start. Three relatively simple tasks
completed before senior year can prove enor-
mously helpful down the road—taking the
tests early, attending summer programs, and
taking advanced courses.
    An essential part of the college applica-
tion is standardized testing scores. As much
as students across America fear the dreaded
ACT and SAT—and even students outside
of America (see adjacent article)—the tests
eventually must be taken. The key point is
when these tests are taken, however.
    Many students wait until the fall of senior
year to take the SAT and ACT. But don’t
wait until the last minute; the best way to get
a high score on standardized tests is to star t
ear ly. The Class of 2004 should be starting
this process on October 16th by taking the
PSAT, a preliminary version of the actual SAT.
Take this exam sophomore AND junior

year—it’s worth it.
    As far away as college may seem as a
sophomore, tenth-graders have the perfect
opportunity to get a head-start on testing by
trying the PSAT. Even if you score poorly as
a sophomore, there’s nothing to lose. The
score is never revealed to any college
(unless you want it to be). “I took the PSAT
in my junior year, but I really wish I had also
taken it in tenth grade,” said Eastview senior
Laura Anderson. “I really could have im-
proved my score.”
    The PSAT is low-stress preparation for the
actual SAT and, when taken as a junior, can
actually qualify students for the National
Merit Competition, a contest that can open
the doors to thousands of dollars in financial
assistance.
    After the PSAT is completed, a great way
to boost test scores is to take the exams more
than once. This requires starting in junior
year. Take both the ACT and SAT in the
spring of junior year, just to see how you do.
Then, if you need to raise your scores, take
them again in the fall of senior year.
    Taking PSATs, SATs, and ACTs during
sophomore and junior years may seem
painful, but its not nearly as painful as
delaying until senior year, when there’s no
time for a second try.
    Preparing for college early doesn’t have to
be all work and no play, however. In fact, one

of the most beneficial things an underclass-
man can do to prepare is to attend fun
summer programs at college campuses.
Virtually every school offers summer camps
and classes that appeal to a wide spectrum
ofinterests. The best programs are those
which involve courses on the campus, as well
as dorm accommodations for the duration of
the program.
    One popular local program is the
Macalester Institute for Talented Youth
(MITY), held at Macalester College in Saint
Paul.  There are also many        college pro-
grams available outside of the Twin Cities,
such as the Junior Statesmen of America
Summer Schools held on campuses ranging
from Stanford University to Princeton Uni-
versity (see the guidance office for        spe-
cific details on summer programs).
    These programs may be during the
precious   summer   vacation   months,   but
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Test Prep Beyond
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SAT Dates Register Late Reg.

Oct. 13

Nov. 3

Dec. 1

Passed

Passed

Oct. 26

Standby

Oct. 10

Nov. 7

ACT Dates Register Late Reg.

Oct. 27

Dec. 8

Feb. 9

Passed

Nov. 2

Jan. 4

Oct. 5
Nov. 15

Jan. 18

*To register for the SAT I,
SAT II, or standby testing, visit

www.collegeboard.org
To register for the ACT, visit

www.act.org

Univ. of MN-Duluth
Univ. of WI-Milwaukee
Gonzaga Univ.
Winona State Univ.
Univ. of Puget Sound

Oct 9
Oct 9
Oct 10
Oct 10
Oct 15

3
3
3
4
1

VISITING COLLEGES DATE HR

*Get a pass from the Guidance Office to
attend any of these sessions

PLANNING
AHEAD
Fall Checklist

FRESHMEN
g Set academic goals
gMeet with guidance counselor to
discuss graduation requirements
g Get involved in co-curriculars

SOPHOMORES
g Take PSAT in October
gBeing researching colleges that
may interest you
g You may want to arrange college
visits or job shadowing experiences

JUNIORS
g Take PSAT/NMSQT in October
gNarrow list of potential colleges
g Remember: Colleges emphasize
junior year courses and grades!
g Visit colleges
g Obtain applications from colleges
g Obtain information on
scholarships and financial aid

SOURCE: Mrs. Mathews, Guidance Office

Visiting Colleges?
Helpful Hints For Visits

LATEST RANKINGS
US News & World Reports recently released its annual Best
Colleges issue, including their acclaimed rankings of the
nation’s colleges and universities.  Here’s some of the results:

TOP NATIONAL
UNIVERSITIES

MIDWEST UNIVERSITIES RANKING IN TOP 50

1. Princeton University
2. Harvard University
    Yale University
4. CA Institute of Tech.
5. MA Institute of Tech.
6. Stanford University
7. Univ. of Penn.
8. Duke University
9. Columbia Univ.
10. Dartmouth College
      Univ. of Chicago

10. Univ. of Chicago (IL)
12. Northwestern Univ. (IL)
14. Washington Univ. in
      St. Louis (MO)
19. Univ. of Notre Dame (IN)

visit www.usnews.com for more rankings and college information

by Josh Stager
Editor-in-Chief
________________________________________________________________________

     MEA Break is near and its a great time to tour col-
lege campuses. Brochures can only go so far, but vis-
its are valuable ways to determine if the school “fits” a
student. However, the savvy student knows how to
truly maximize the experience.
    First, schedule the visit on a weekday, when the
regular flow of students are on campus. Avoid dates
like graduation, open houses, or weekends. They tend
to be overcrowded and its difficult to get questions
answered.
    During the tour, ask yourself, “Is this a place I could
actually live in? Do I feel safe here?” A four-hour tour
might impress you, but would you like it four years
later?
    After the tour, visit the student organizations you’re
interested in. Talking to the students involved reveals
information about the college that can’t be found on
any website or brochure. Also, arrange to sit in on a
class in your intended major to at least get an idea of
what the class atmosphere is like. If you have an extra
day, overnight stays are also very valuable supple-
ments to the campus tour.

by Jeremiah Chung
Staff Writer
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

     While the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) is an exam used in American
college admissions, the preparation for the SAT extends beyond the United
States. In Korea, many Korean-American students like myself attend SAT
classes over the summer to prepare for the exam. Not exactly your idea of a fun
summer, you say? Well, I didn’t think so either, but it ended up being a useful
experience.
     Now, one might wonder, “Why in the world do they have SAT classes in
Korea?” That is a valid question.  I asked myself the same thing when I first
found out about the classes.  Especially since Koreans don’t speak English,
and the SAT is only used for admissions at some American colleges.
     The reason for the existence of SAT classes in Korea was simple.  The
classes are intended to target a special group of students, referred to as “Yoo
Hak Sang” in Korean.  The term means students studying abroad, not as
exchange students, but as students who have completely transferred to an-
other school in a foreign nation.  Since the Korean education system is really
stressful, any parents who can afford it send their kids abroad to English-
speaking countries (United States, Canada, Australia, etc.)  The parents of the
students have high expectations for their children. That’s where the SAT classes
come in.  Many parents of “Yoo Hak Sang” students pressure their children to
increase test scores and get better grades.
     As a result, there are many SAT classes in Korea.  The classes range from
the Korean-owned SLI (Seoul Language Institute), Park Jung, and Hoya, to the
American owned Princeton Review, and many more.  The tuition for these
classes range from approximately $500 a month to $2000 a month.  The class
schedules vary depending on where you take the classes. In my case, the
classes started at 7 am, and went until 1 PM, Monday through Friday.  Every-
day we took a full length practice exam, and went over the answers we got
wrong.  As homework, we had to memorize 60 to 100 vocabulary words per
night, and we were tested on them 3 times a week.  If someone failed to pass the
test, that person had to stay until he or she passed.  One of my friends once
stayed until 9 PM.  However, not all classes follow the same format.  For
instance, Princeton Review has a more relaxed atmosphere.  They don’t even
call your parents when you skip classes!  However, one cannot easily say
which style is better.  It depends on the individual.  I attended SLI.  It resembles
a Korean-style education, in which they force you to study.  And it works.

see KOREA on page 6
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Ways for Underclassmen to Prepare for College

Looking for scholarships?

FastWeb contains information
on thousands of scholarship
programs and its FREE!

w w w . f a s t w e b . c o m
Try FastWeb!

25. Univ. of MI-Ann Arbor
32. Univ. of WI-Madison
36. Univ. of Illinois-
       Urbana/Champaign
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